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Correction To Page H12030
On Page H12030, October 25, 2007,  the following appeared: The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. Stated for:

The online version should be corrected to read: The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. Stated for:
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Ms. KAPTUR changed her vote from
ééaye7’ to ééno.?7

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
1005, | was not present because | was helping
my constituents cope with the fire crisis in San
Diego, CA. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

———
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3963, CHILDREN’S

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). The gentlewoman from New
York is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Res. 774, and to insert extraneous ma-
terials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 774 provides a
closed rule for consideration of H.R.
3963, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act of 2007.
The rule provides 1 hour of debate
equally divided among and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce and the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Speaker, I stand before you on
the floor this afternoon with mixed
emotions. I along with a majority of
Members of the House are disappointed
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that we have to reintroduce a bill,
passed by enormous bipartisan support,
which would have provided millions of
children across the Nation with access
to health care.

The memory of what took place here
on the House floor a week ago today
will not soon be forgotten. On that day,
we saw a few Members stand in lock-
step with the President and with that
deny health care coverage for millions
of our children.

However, coupled with my dis-
appointment, Mr. Speaker, is the con-
suming feeling of promise. I have hope
for those children, along with a belief
that those Members who were unable
to break away from the President’s
mistaken rhetoric will stand for what
is right today and vote to overwhelm-
ingly pass this vital legislation.

I feel strongly that what motivated
me and so many of my colleagues to
come to Washington in the first place
was the thought that on any day a vote
could be held that would improve the
lives of millions of people throughout
our country. And that is exactly the
chance that we have been given here
today.

We are again granted the chance to
vote for a bill that will advance med-
ical care in this country, improve the
health of our youngest and neediest
citizens, and offer new hope for lit-
erally millions of children who would
otherwise be left without either.

I think everyone listening today rec-
ognizes the reality of the situation we
face. Should we not act, the health
care of millions of children will be
yvanked away on November 16. Not pro-
viding health care to millions of chil-
dren when given the opportunity to do
s0 is appalling, but to strip away bene-
fits from those who currently have
them is simply indefensible.

Mr. Speaker, in our vote to expand
SCHIP last month, we made a genuine
dent in one of the most shameful inad-
equacies of our health care system: the
lack of coverage for millions of Amer-
ica’s children.

Congress created the State Child
Health Insurance Program in 1997 with
broad bipartisan support, including
some of my colleagues who now oppose
it. As a result, over 6 million children
currently have health care coverage
that otherwise would not. In my home
State of New York, over 400,000 chil-
dren are enrolled, the second highest in
the Nation.

The SCHIP reauthorization bill
would preserve access to health care
for 6 million children already enrolled
in the program, while bringing des-
perately needed health care coverage
to almost 4 million more children. As a
result, in my home State of New York,
an additional 268,000 children who need
it will have health care coverage. That
means they will be able to get their im-
munizations before starting school, or
see the dentist when they have a tooth-
ache.

This new bill also makes changes by
phasing out childless adults after 1
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year, and also puts in a cap on children
whose parents’ income are over 300 per-
cent above the poverty level. The bill
also requires States to develop plans
and implement recommended best
practices for addressing crowd-out.

Make no mistake, 43 Governors from
red States and blue, 69 Members of the
United States Senate, Democrats and
Republicans, 273 of my colleagues from
both sides of the aisle in the House,
and 81 percent of the American public,
including a large majority of Repub-
licans, support our bipartisan expan-
sion of SCHIP.

Yet, presented with this over-
whelming support from all sides, the
President decided to dust off his veto
pen and with it deny millions of chil-
dren access to health care. In spite of
the unquestionable benefits and in
spite of the overwhelming popularity
and accomplishments of this program,
SCHIP is under attack.

We saw reprehensible smear attacks
on families who were brought into the
public eye to showcase the benefits of
the program. In the face of the life-
saving chance that was bestowed on
the family due to this program, the
harshest rhetoric was not cast against
the bill, but against this family, in-
cluding the children.

We saw persons go to the home of one
of the families and harass them in pub-
lic, talk radio and blogs made wild and
audacious accusations, and we even
saw staffers on Capitol Hill who clearly
intended to assist this fabricated, cold-
hearted smear campaign.

It is simply beyond comprehension to
me that many are willing to score po-
litical points by denigrating our Na-
tion’s children, particularly those who
owe their very lives to this program.

But the American ©people saw
through the attacks. They understood
that the health of our Nation’s chil-
dren is simply not worth scoring a few
political points.

Mr. Speaker, the President chastises
the $35 billion bill, which is fully paid
for, as ‘‘too expensive.” And with the
same breath, he seeks an additional
$190 billion for the Iraq war, all of
which is at the expense of the tax-
payer.

This is simply unconscionable when
you realize the amount of money it
takes to provide the health care for 10
million children for an entire year is
what we spend in Iraq in just 41 days.
We need to get our priorities straight.

I am enormously proud of the accom-
plishments we have done this year,
from education to health care, but
nothing means more to us than SCHIP.
The American people expect us to tack-
le this health challenge before us. Last
week we fell short of overturning the
veto by just 13 votes. To those Mem-
bers who know that providing health
care to vulnerable children is the right
thing to do, I say to you: Join with
Democrats and Republicans and with
the American people in passing the bill
today.
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